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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE. 



The following Lecture is copied from the columns 
of Friends' Rbyiew, where it appeared, with the fol- 
lowing editorial comment : 

' *' Bearing directly upon some of the most important Christian 
duties, and illustrating certain principles in a striking and felici> 
tons manner, its publication seems especially opportune at tho 
pxeient time/' 

The considerations presented, respecting the duty, 
in reference to the present exciting times, of those 
who, by previous profession, and by church member- 
ship, stand *' pledged to pacific principles ;" appear 
to the Publisher of sufficient interest and importance 
to warrant their exhibition in a shape better adapted 
for preservation. 

The question of Peace or War, although but inci- 
dentally introduced, forms the most prominent topic, 
and is happily illustrated. We commend the essay 
especially to those persons whose conscientious con* 
victions but yesterday accorded with those of Jona- 
than Dymond, but whose conclusions, arrived at by 
an honest and rational process of thought, are in 
danger of becoming unsettled or abandoned in a time 
of general excitement. 



RIGHT IN THE ABSTRACT. 



A Congressman, celebrated for his blunt 
straight-forwardness and strong though homely 
common sense, was the father of an expression 
which has passed into a proverb : ^' Be sure you're 
right — then go ahead/' And truly it is wisdom 
to scrutinize the premises on which we base 
conclusions or courses of action. Let people 
rail at abstractionists as much as they may, no 
theory is tenable, no doctrine is wholesome, no 
course of action is safe, no system even of benev- 
olence is laudable, that has not for its origin a 
principle that is abstractly true and right. 

The theologian or the sectary may display an 

imposing presentation of ingenious deductions, 

but if his starting position, the foundation of his 

theory, be unsound or even partially defective, 

1* 
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Truth, that inexorable analyzer, will detect the 
sophistry, expose the fallacy, — scatter the de- 
ductions. 

As our Saviour sat upon a rock-ribbed, sand- 
covered mountain which was subject to land- 
slides caused by the descending torrents, he 
called the attention of the multitudes to the 
folly of the man, who, without a foundation, 
should build his house upon that surface sand, 
when by digging he could place it upon the im- 
mutable rock underlying it, and make it ds that 
rock in its capability to cleave the rushing 
floods, resist the fearful blast, and stand un- 
shaken though the surface earth around be re- 
moved. And as the edifice so founded becomes 
Kock-like, — so the man whose actuating princi- 
ples are all based upon Truth, (that spiritual 
rock,) becomes Christ-like and safe. 

Pope said or sung : 

" An honest man's the noblest work of God I " 
Well, bring me out this noble image of Deity, 
and, for a pedestal, set him upon the rock of 
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alf9duie Riglu, and you have a ipeotacle which 
angels may rejoice to view. Aye, let him main- 
tain his footing there, and nerer fear for him, 
though the billows of ipersecution pass over. 
The multitudes may forsake him^ hosts encamp 
against him, and his friends lapse from him, — 
but he will prove to you that Truth is ezpedi* 
ency, — ^that true policy is in the right, — ^that on 
such a platform '< he that loseth his life shall 
find it," — and he will tell you with Churchill : 

" Better stand up, assured, in conscious pride. 
Alone, than err with millions on yoar side T' 

Oh, we want such abstractionists ! Men who, 
in the emergent moment of action, when, under 
peculiar temptation, the short-sighted Expedient- 
ist would "do evil that good may come of 
it,*' with a celestial arithmetic can cypher thus : — 
At the issues of the hour when Satan tempted 
Eve and Eve tempted Adam, were to the des- 
tinies of the whole human race, — io is my deci- 
Hion at this trial-moment, to the bright or gloomy 

And the days are 
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coming, have now come, when such trial-hours 
shall press upon represeniatiye men. Happy, 
if instead of saying " Evil be thon my good," or, 
which is about synonymous, "Of two evils 
choose the least," they will seek the inexorable 
test of Right, lifting their eyes to behold the 
balances described by Milton, 

<< HnDg forth in Hearen 
fietwizt Astrsea and the Scorpion sign.'' 

Then, after one glance of faith at those eternal 
scales, they may say to the tempter, with a serene 
and confident smile, 

* 'Satan— I know thy strength, and thou know'st mine; 
Neither our own, but given." 

Once a seedling fruit-tree gladdened the 
pomologist by its first exhibition of bloom. One 
blossom alone withstood the accidents of the 
season, and the beautifrd fruit developed and 
approached maturity. He waited with curious ex- 
pectancy to test the character and value of the 
tree. Disappointment awaited him, — ^for lo! a 
revolting worm was at the core, whose insect- 
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moth«r had depoeited lier egg in the fidr blos- 
som. 

A young Bepublic wag planted in the fertile 
sml of the Western hemisphere. It grew to a 
mighty nation, to whioh the old monarchies paid 
deference. Bat the nations were amazed, and 
it were Utile stretch iji imagination to add, the 
holy angels were saddened, and Gk)d himself 
displeased, at its de^tive fruit I The brooding, 
inveterate author of all eril, the detestable fiend 
who viewed with jealousy 

^ the new created world, 
And man there placed," 

the very Nachash who erst poured venom into 
the porches of Eve's ear, — ^had deposited die 
accursed egg of slavery in some of the early 
bloom buds, and behold the fruits as they ripen, 
hollow, perforated, treacherous and alien to tiie 
qualities that should spring from the wholesome 
trunk and the good root. 

Again, and again, in the course of that na« 
tion's growth, the reptile egg was deposited in 
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the bloBSoms, to develope, as the fruit matured, 
into the destructive and hideous canker worm. 
The evil seed which at first, in forgetfulness of ab- 
stract right and Truth, was gaily received by the 
seductive name of compromise; the sacrifice of 
principle which was gilded and hallowed by 
twining around it the original tempter's pet 
motto 

<' Of two evils choose the least," 

assumes in time the imposing names of Treason, 
Kebellion, Secession, Kevolution ; — and this vast 
expanse of country, the most highly favored on 
earth, becomes one immense battle field, a scene 
of fratricidal war, — its channels of enterprize 
drained, — ^princely fortunes annihilated, — ^homes 
rendered desolate, — ^its great railways torn up or 
appropriated as military roads, — its gallant sons 
hurried from their honest labor to become men- 
slayers and in turn themselves to be "food for 
powder:" — and where but lately 

" Nature loved to trace 
As if for gods a dwelling place, 
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And every grace and charm had mixed 
Within the Paradise she fixed/' 

where the land rejoiced in fields of waving 
grain; where fertile plains, majestic rocks, old 
forests, glorious mountains and grand rivers com- 
bined in scenes of entrancing beauty; where the 
tourist from distant realms would revise his 
dreams of Eden; where the aged and the blind 
might walk in the safe guidance of the little 
child, and the coy damsel would ramble securely 

*' In maiden meditation, fancy free ; " 
now, all, alas, is changed! Every right vio- 
lated, humanity almost forgotten, — ^the stoutest 
heart thrills with horror or quakes with terror, 
— the owner of the soil (his house no longer his 
castle,) skulks for shelter, or, if he dares to 
walk abroad, it is only 

" to tread 
O'er the weltering fields of the tombless dead, 
And see worms of the earth, fowls of the air, 
Beasts of the forest, all gathering there, 
All regarding man as their prey, 
All rejoicing in his decay." 
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And wherefore the irastmg of this goodly 
land? 

<^ What gives the wheat field blades of steel? 

What points the rebel's cannon ? 
What sets the roaring rabble's heel 

On the old star-spangled pennon ? 
What breaks the oath 
Of the men of the Sonth ? 
What whets the knife 
For the Union's life?'' 
It is too late now to give currenoy to the worn- 
out fiction that it was brought about by our sen- 
sitiveness at the clanking of the negro's chains. 
It was never a love of justice and mercy, — ^it 
was never the advocacy of abstract Bight and 
Truth that caused this great disaster. It 
was neyer, as some will have it, the well 
meant but misdirected efforts of abstracUonists, 
seeking to act out principles pure but inexpedi- 
ent; — ^it was never a mawkish sympathy with 
the negro; it was never an ultra devotion to any 
set of ideas which in the abstract were lovely 
and of good report, and based upon justice, mercy 
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and truth, — that the first '^ compromises of the 
Constitution" were made; that the horrible 
Shxe Trade was therein endorsed, for the sake 
of that worse than Pandora's box, without even 
hope at the bottom, yclep'd South Carolina. 
John Woolman did not do it! Anthony Bene- 
zet was clear of it! Nor did any scrupulous 
Quakers or "red hot Abolitionists" consent that 
the old dragon should lay his egg of slavery in 
Liberty's very nest, 

" There with malignant patience, 

To sit in fell despite, 
Till this dracontine Oockatrice, 

Shonld break its way to light'' 

It was a nation turning its back upon the 
Bight and choosing mistaken expediency aa the 
test of Bight. Thus for the moment the con- 
oessionists of that day had rest — at the ezpoise 
of Muie generations. But the evil seed had 
shocking vitality, — and the author of evil had 
long patience, like Southey's old dragon of An- 
tiooh. 

2 
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And as the Sontli was by no means alone in 
the early departures from Bight, so we find that 
the North is already a large sharer in the punish- 
ment involyed. 

<' What though the cas^-oat spirit tear 

The nation in his going ; 
We who have shared the guilt must share 

The pang of his o'erth rowing." 

When our Saviour said : " It must needs be 
that offences come," he justified not, but in the 
same breath denounced the offender; — and if, 
in the present conflict with this demon, every 
person of sagacity perceives that 

" Before the joy ofpeaecy must come 
The pains of purifying," 

the glorious golden rule of Right is yet unmodi- 
fied, and every passion that finds exercise in war 
remains without our heavenly Father's sanction, 
and continues under his ban. 

The Israelitish armies under Joshua were 
i^n and again, and yet again, premonished that 
whatever enemies they should (pffer to remain 
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in the land should be thorns and pricks in their 
eyes and in their sides, to vex them. And the 
Joshuas of this Republic, by permitting South 
Carolina and Georgia, on such terms, to dwell in 
the Canaan of liberty, won for themselves, and en- 
tailed on their successors, pricks in their eyes to 
extinguish their moral sight, and thorns in their 
sides most signally to vex them. 

They sowed to the wind for us to reap the 
whirlwind. 

Did they receive the egg of slavery, at length 
and forever when attained to its present hideous 
dimensions, to crush out liberty ? I cannot tell. 
There is One above us all, of infinite justice and 
mercy and power, who knoweth the end from 
the beginning; and the issue, whether merciful 
or terrible, which He has foreseen, will not be 
averted, will not be promoted by any departure on 
thy part or on mine, from known principles of holy 
abstract Right, in taking up the carnal weapon, 
and resorting to means which not sophistry it- 
self can reconcile with the conunandmente which 
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our Lord gave on Mount Sinai and endorsed oq 
the Mount of Beatitudes: — ^^ Thau shdli not 
km.*' << Thou Aalt love thy neighbor at %- 

The great principle, recognized by all sound 
jurists, that the will of the Creator and Sove- 
reign of the universe must, in all parts of his 
dominion, be the basis of law, — ^that no kw is 
lawful that can be shown to be in violation of that 
Supreme Will, was, when Seward announced it, 
rejected by a blasphemous yell, which howled 
along our seaboard ; whistled through our city 
avenues ; blended its chorus with the incessant 
din of your metropolis; swept across our popu- 
lous States, along all the water courses of this 
land of broad rivers and streams, to the far 
northwest 

" Where rolls the Oregon and hears no sound 
Save his own dashings/' 

through the auriferous regions of the Pacific, 
and swelled with haughtier arrogance in all those 
Southern commonwealths where cotton is erected 
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80 the successor of Aaron's calf, of Baa.1 and 
Dagon, of Bel and the Dragon, and of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image. I refer to the time when the 
people denounced as treason your own States- 
man's doctrine of a " higher law," to the test of 
which even the Constitution, and all statutes of 
all generations must be brought: every enact- 
ment being of necessity subservient to " Thus 
saith the Lord." The yell which then arose 
from the throats of millions of partizans, was 
kindred in its madness to the infatuation of the 
Jews, who, when the relenting Pilate asked if 
he should crucify their long expected King of 
Glory, the only hope of Israel, the very Truths 
the embodiment of abstract Right, vociferated : 
"We will have no king but CaBsar !" The Jews 
refused the glorious liberty of the sons of God 
for Rome's iron yoke of bondage. The Americans 
renounced for the degrading servitude of the 
cotton-ocracy, the manly freedom of self-govern- 
ment, — ^the wholesome and ennobling restraints 

of right principle, — ^the liberty in the truth 
2* 
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wWcli Benjamin Seebolim described as "liberty 
to do right in every direction, — liberty to do 
nrrong in none." 

" Base of heart I They vilely barter 
Honor's wealth for party's place : 

Step by step on Freedom's charter 
Leaving footprints of disgrace ; 

For to-day's poor pittance turning from the great 
hope of their race." 

You know that tbe old orthography of the 
word righteousness was ^' rt^ht-^ise-ness" (you 
will so find it in your old black letter Bibles, your 
Wickliffe's, and your Tyndal's,) by which we see 
that it means the true Wisdom " which, in all 
ages entering into holy souls, maketh them 
friends of God and prophets": — ^the wisdom 
treated of in the Proverbs and the Psalms ; in 
Ecclesiastes and Ecclesiasticus ; the Wisdom of 
which Solomon says : "I loved her above health 
and beauty, and chose to have her instead of 
light; for the light that cometh from her never 
goeth out." " She is more beautiful than the 
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sun, and above all the order of stars ; being com* 
pared with light she is found before it: For 
after ibis cometh night, but vice shall not pre- 
vail against Wisdom. By the means of her I 
shall obtain immortality, and leave behind me 
an everlasting memorial to them that come after 

kne To be allied to Wisdom is im» 

mortality/' 

An eminent statesman, who only needed right- 
vnse^ness to make htm wite, in an elaborate 
speech prepared with much care and consulta- 
tion as a bid for the Presidency, in bold denial of 
'^the higher law/' in arrogant rejection of the 
position that God's prior title in man as Creator 
and aa Saviour, precluded the possibility of his 
becoming the property of his fellow man, , as- 
serted, ^'Thatts property which ^A^^i^ declares 
to be property. Two hundred years of human 
legislation have sanctioned and sanctified negro 
slaves as property." Thus making the most sa- 
cred of human rights give way to local and un- 
lawful law ; virtually ignoring the supremacy of 
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God, in the affairs of a world which He created 
for his own glory. And this exaltation of hu- 
man policy over Divine legislation, prevailed in 
the high places of our Nation till the cup of our 
iniquities ran over. And thus it was that Neb- 
uchadnezzar, in the plenitude of his regal sway, 
ignored in his kingdom the Eang of kings, till a 
humiliating, degrading judgment was denounced 
against him, that he might learn this lesson 
of *'the higher law,'*— "that the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will." He was condemned to 
the level and to the diet and to the companionship 
of brutes, till " thou shalt have known that the 
Heavens do rule," It was pending the execu- 
tion of this sentence that Daniel exhorted him, 
(as many a Daniel exhorted the rulers and the 
men of this generation ;) " Wherefore, 0, King! 
let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and 
break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor ; if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity." And 
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after seyen years of bestial idiotoy, Nebnchad- 
nezzar was restored to manliood and tokingsliip, 
wben lie blessed and praised and Honored ^< Him 
that liyeth forever, wbose dominion is an eyer- 
lasting dominion, and bis kingdom is &om gen- 
eration to generation, and all tbe inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing; and he doeth ao 
cording to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth ; and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto Him, what doest 
thouT' And he published a great state paper 
*'unto all people, nations, and languages that 
dwell in all the earth;" in which, though the 
greatest of earthly monarchs, he gave in his full 
adhesion to ^^ the higher law" concluding his 
memorable proclamation with these loyal words: 
"Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honor the King of Heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment ; and those that 
walk in pride He is able to abase." And Darius, 
in his proclamation, also recognized this '^ higher 
law," and Artazerxes, when, in his letter to the 
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prinoes and governors of a hundred and twenty, 
seven provinces, he acknowledged the deriva- 
tion of his power from " God who ruleth all 
things ; " " the most high and most mighty living 
God, who hath ordered the kingdom both unto 
us and to our progenitors." But the sage of 
Ashland said, in opposition to this view : '^ That 
is property which the law declares to be proper- 
ty." And the people, for cotton's sake, said 
'^ Amen ! " Those who live long enough to see 
this issue through, perhaps may say with Ne- 
buchadnezzar, " Those that walk in pride, he is 
able to abase!" 

The right of man to " life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness " is an abstract truth ; but 
it is the corner stone of our national edifice. 
To deny it were political infidelity, — yet to deny 
it became the policy of the South; and their 
minions in the North, who knew better, cried. 
Amen ! And so would they have assented to 
aught which it pleased the dear South for them 
to say or unsay, like the subservient Polonius : 
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" Do you see that cloud that's almost in shape like 

a camel ? " 
" la good sooth, and 'tis like a camel indeed." 
" Methinks it is like a weasel." 
" It ii backed like a weasel. " 
"Or like a whale." 
" Very like a whale." 

But how humiliating to reflect that this truck- 
ling subseryiency should have been practised by 
men of largest intellect, — ^by the man of largest in- 
telleot, one who had no intellectual rival among 
all his masters, or in all the South. During the 
debates which preceded the evil compromises of 
1850, it is understood that the great expounder 
of the Constitution had prepared a speech. ?<> 
strongly anti-slavery in its character, that even 
Giddings, on privately reading it, advised that it 
was too ultra. A few days elapsed, and in its stead 
the speech was uttered, which brought the black- 
ness of darkness over the great orator's glory. 
and which elicited from a Bard who had once 
rejoiced to call him "Pride of New England," 
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the saddest and most soathing poem, perliapB, 
which America has produced. . 

^* So fallen ! so lost 1 the light withdrawn which once 

he wore I 
The glory from his gray hairs gone forever more I 
Revile him not — the tempter hath a snare for all ; 
And pitying tears, not scom and wrath, befit his fall ! 

Oh ! dumb be passion* s stormy rage, when he who 

might 
Have lighted up and led his age, &lls back in night. 

Scorn t would the angels laugh, to mark a bright soul 

driven. 
Fiend-goaded, down the endless dark, from hope and 

heaven ? 
Let not the land once proud of him, revile him now, 
Nor brand with deeper shame his dim, dishonored 

brow. 
But let its humbled sons, instead, from sea to lake, 
A long lament as for the dead, in sadness make. 

Of all we loved and honored, nought save power re- 
mains— 

A fallen angeFs pride of thought, still strong in 
chains. 
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All else is gone ; from those great ejesthe soul hath 

fled: 
When faith is lost, when honor dies, the man is dead ! 

Then pay the reverence of old days to his dead fkme : 
Walk backwards with averted gaze and hide the 
shame."* 

Such was the pitiable consequence of depar- 
ture from known right. Such the miserable' 
fall of the fairest edifice founded on the sloping 
surface sand. *' The highway of the upright is 
to depart from evil.'' The highway of the ex- 
pedientist is to depart from right. << The path 
ofbhe just is as the shining light which shineth 
more and m(He unto the perfect day.'' The 
path of the compromiser is enveloped with clouds, 
which intensify in darkness till night falls black 
upon it 

In 1820, by the great sin of a needless and 
fatal concession, slavery was fastened upon Mis- 
souri. Previous iniquities had pared the way 

•Whittier's " Ichabod." 
8 
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for this; our statesmen, at the best, '^ winking 
with both eyes." The fraudulent making and 
the treacherous violation of treaties solely with 
a view to recapturing fagitive slaves; the secret 
article in the treaty of 1790 by which $18,000 
annually was guaranteed as a bribe to certain 
Indian Chiefs (parties to the treaty) and by 
which, we, the people of the U. S. are bound 
forever to an annual payment of jjl500, for the 
rendition to South Carolina and Georgia of cer- 
tain fugitive slaves ; then came that fatal cove* 
nant with Hades, the Missouri Compromise, 
which might have been prevented, but a few 
northern men of feeble virtue were beguiled into 
the iniquity, thus winning scorn from their con- 
stituents, and from their very tempters and be- 
trayers the stinging epithet of " dough faces." 

Traitorscannot discern, till, with Arnold, they learn 
That their payment is scorn from the party who 

buys them ! 
They are bought with a price, they accept it in 

vice, 
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And thej find in a trice that their buyers despise 
them I 

From that disgraceAil day, the stains upon 
OUT public records have been as though a sea of 
ink had poured over them. The Florida war, 
costing forty millions of dollars and thousands 
of lives, with national sin and dishonor, solely 
for the sake of slavery ; the Mexican war for the 
same purpose; the annexation of Texas which 
almost extinguished the patriot^s hope, for the 
same purpose ; the Atherton gag law resolutions, 
intended to choke off all exposure of the matter 
of the Florida exiles; the Fugitive Slave Law; 
the Christiana treason trials; the Sumner trage- 
dy ; the Kansas raid and the unutterable atro- 
cities in that connection; the Taw/ie^ Dred Scott 
decision; bribery, frauds, speculations and whole- 
sale plundering by men high in office and in 
trust ; concession upon concession ; and finally, 
Rebellion, Revolution, civil war, and a dark, 
terrible and uncertain ^ture before us, in which 
we instinctively soliloquize with Solomon: 
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<< Wherefore I praiaed the dead which axe al- 
ready dead, more than the living which are yet 
aliye;" — ^these, (and the catalogue might be 
blackened by increasing it,) are a few of the 
evil results of departure from those patriotic and 
virtuous principles, laid down and intended to 
be perpetuated by the founders of this Republic. 

" The hand-breadtb cloud the sages feared 

Its bloody rain is dropping; 
The poison plant the fathers spared 
All else is over-topping. 
Bast, West, South, North, 
It curses the Earth I 
All justice dies. 
And fraud, and lies 
Live, only, in its shadow." 

You will allow me to read one short extract, 
from a recent historical work of thrilling interest 
and terrible accuracy. It refers to the deter- 
mined efforts (successful only in part,) for the 
enslavement of the Florida exiles. 

"More than 500 persons were seized and en- 
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slaved between tlie first of January, 1835, and 
the 14th of August, 1843. Probably one-half of 
them had been born free ; the others had them- 
selves escaped from slavery. To effect this ob- 
ject, forty millions of dollars were supposed to 
have been expended. Eighty thousand dollars 
were paid from the public treasury for the en- 
slavement of each person, and the lives of at 
least three white men were sacrificed to insure 
the enslavement of each black man.'' 

Compromise with evil is no kindness to the 
evil doer. If your feet are planted firmly upon 
the Truth, when his own faith fails he needs 
the strength of your assurance in the right, and 
the moment of his boldest rage is the moment 
when you may do him most good by tranquil 
firmness. If you will be honest, honorable, con- 
sistent, uncompromising, maintaining the Chris- 
tian spirit; if in the trial hour you lend him the 
unblenching glance of honest love, the voice of 
Truth, the helping hand of firm consistency, 

you will strike conviction, though for a time it 
8* 
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appear not,-r-you will send to him an infdsion 
of good — ^you will sow a seminal trutliy "a 
rigkt seed/' — and some day in the future the 
evidence will appear that God has given the in- 
crease. Oh that in the year 1850 the representa- 
tives of the North had been true to manhood, faith- 
ful to their trust, and fitted for the hour I They 
may wait for the rest of their lives, and they 
might wait and sigh through fifty life-times, fisr 
another such opportunity to quit themselves 
like men! 

The nominal friends of Freedom who are " as 
much opposed to slavery as you are, — hut — " 
had been, since 1820, gradually pursuing the 
downward course of compromise and demorali- 
zation. But a crisis had then arrived when 
public sentiment demanded an advance in the 
direction of Freedom, and senators and congress- 
men were sent to Washington to carry out the 
popular will. The South understood this ; ex- 
pected to be compelled to make large conces- 
sions, and were ready, after a flourish of trumpets, 
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to do it peaceably. The time was anspicioxis. 
The safety of the Union, so &r from being at 
hazard, was enhanced, and a more tranquil feel- 
ing, South and North, upon the slave question 
was at hand. 

" Oh, then,— oh, at sach a proud moment as this, 
Worth pages of history," — 

had "Harry of the West" been quietly at Ash- 
land, and "Daniel the Expounder" been repos- 
ing at Marshfield, or, being at Washington, had 
they both been destitute of all hope of the 
Presidency and of all jealousy toward President 
Taylor, the tide of slavery propagandism would 
have receded, and the infamous Fugitive Slave 
bill would never have disgraced our statute 
books. But the South had been accustomed to 
gain her points by bullying the North. She 
verily believed that the stand on principle had 
now been taken, tl^t the time had come when 
she could do so no longer ; but, it would cost 
little to try the experiment once more, and would 
only be indulging, perhaps for the last time, in 
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a favorite habit. So the fist of the South was 
fiercely jet tremulously shaken in the face of 
the North, — and the North, false to its convic- 
tions, traitor to its trusts, recreant to virtue 
and humanity, shook in its shoes. The quick- 
witted South took advantage of the first display 
of the white feather. They expected to be 
beaten, but they saw that they could strike a 
panic in the hosts of Freedom. They saw that 
by threatening the Union they could draw con- 
cessions from Northern politicians, and they 
knew that if those whom they called " dough 
faces," would, at the very moment when they 
might have made their own terms, i/ield a little, 
"to save the Union," they could, by calling 
louder, scare them into conceding more. So 
that inhuman and unconstitutional bill was pre- 
sented, (containing terms introduced for the 
purpose of insulting and aggravating Northern 
freemen), its passage was demanded, and the 
Representatives of a Liberty-loving constituency, 
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who were s^it thither for the very purpose of 
doing battle for Liberty, 

" Cowered down into slaves when they might have 

stood XBN." 

And so, from that time, as before, a large part 
of our legislation might be characterized by one 
comprehensive phrase: — ^** Truckling to the 
South/' These words afford a neat synopsis 
of our history. They might be varied to read : 
Departure from abstract Eight. 

And now that concession to /Slavery has brought 
a horrible war upon us, even the baptism of 
blood is slow in washing the film of false ex- 
pediency from eyes which never contemplate 
Bight, never gaze at the Light, except throi^h 
that perverting medium. 

Our own poet, the Bard of Abstaract Bight, 
witnesses in a vision an interview between the 
angels of Peace and Freedom. Freedom speaks 
in a desponding strain : 

" Throagh weary day and night 
I watch a vague and aimless fight 
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For leave to stzike one blow aright. 

On either side, my foe they own : 

One guards through lore his ghastly throne. 

And one, through fear to reverence grown. 

Why wait we looger, mocked, betrayed 

By open foes, or those afraid 

To speed thy coming through my aid ? 

Why watch to see who win or fall ? 
I shake the dust against them all, — 
I leave them to their senseless brawl t 

* Nay,' Peace implored : * yet longer wait ; 
The doom is near, the stake is great ] 
God knoweth if it be too late. 

Still wait and watch ; the way prepare 
Where I, with folded wings of prayer 
May follow, weaponless and bare.' 

* Too LATE ! ' the stern sad voice replied. 

* Too late!' its mournful echo sighed. 
In low lament the answer died. 

A rustling, as of wings in flight, 

An upward gleam of lessening white, — 

So passed the vision^ sound and sight. 
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Bat roa&d me, like a silrer bell 
Rung down the listening skj, to tell 
Of holy help, a sweet voice fell. 

' Still hope and trust/ it sang ; ' the rod 
Must fall, the wine press must be trod, 
But, all is possible with God I ' " 

And the only resort of the peace-loving Chris- 
tian, is a holy trust in the Injfinite, 

" Whose hand controls 

Whatever thou fearest ; 
Round whom, in calmest music, roll^ 
Whatever thou hearest," 

and who, intent from the beginning that Bight 
shall triumph, and that all shall eventuate in 
good, with serene accuracy watches the auspi- 
cious moment when he will '^ restrain the re<> 
mainder of wrath." 

I do not stand before this mixed assembly as 
a sectarian. You will bear with me if my dis* 
course be somewhat characterized by the fact 
that it is addressed to an audience consisting 
mainly of my own people. There are others 
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before me, but I do not misealoulate their can- 
dor and magnanimity in taking for granted their 
willingness to know why it is that some Chris- 
tians, whose hearts bleed for the sufferings of 
their beloved countiy, yet find themselves re- 
strained from some of the popular manifestations 
of patriotism. If now, when every echo speaks 
of war, and every breeze is redolent of gun- 
powder, I breathe one gentle note of Peace, 
you will not, therefore, deem me disloyal. I 
love the noble Union, though I think it never 
was worth the bonus it has given upon slavery. 
I hail the prospect of its divorce from that 
fiendish connection. ' I exuh in hope that this 
•aallstone is about to be untied from its neck 
and cast into the depths of the sea (though I 
must deplore that it should be a Xed Sea.) 
And I thank the Father of mercies that a check 
is given to the rapid tendency towartis barbar- 
ism which slavery was causing. 

I pass no oensura la^n the patriotic men who 
conduct this wnr; nor do I judge by » Quaker 
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standard those who admit war as part of their 
creed, and who, under amazing provocation, have 
acted with moderation, and, so far as the system 
will admit, with humanity ; but, if they can kill 
their enemies scripturally, loving, blessing, and 
praying for them, I have not learned the drill : 
excuse my dulness. 

And here occurs a consideration germane to 
our subject What is the duty, respecting this 
war and its accompaniments, of those who, by 
long profession, many by church membership, 
not a few by the very garb they wear, stand 
pledged to pacific principles, and have held that 
they cannot depart a hair's breadth from the 
way of peace, without violating their allegiance 
to the Prince of Peace. It is very certain that 
this portion of the community have found their 
sympathies suddenly, strongly, and strangely 
stirred. They cannot affect indifference. Looking 
at the contending parties, they perceive, on the 
one side, motives, claims^ aggressions, at which 
humanity revolts, which virtue and which pa- 
4 
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triotism condema, «Qd wliioh Hbm rmj wmk 
abbor. Oa ihe oUier side, ihey see antagoiuna 
lo these, and an unpremeditated embodiment of 
j^rinciples, vbich happening to lie m their way, 
liJke Falstaffs viotim, they " fonnd l^em :" prin* 
eiples holy aad dear to the heart of every one 
who recognizes the Anglo-Saxon, the Afriean, 
and the aboiigbal American alike as belonging 
W the brotherhood of Man, and protected in 
their manhood by the Mherhood of Gbd. 

My friendfl^ — ^the still small voice was not 
heard in the whirlwind; and the present tornado 
blast is the time to test, rather than to fi^und, 
ear principles of action. If they aie Ibunded, 
if they are bni^ with the cement of Truth, upon 
tiie Rock underlying that surface-sand which 
now rises on the gale and blinds so many eyes, 
the blasts may fiercely blew; the torrents may 
descend; the maddening surges may arise, and 
ev^ sweep away the surrounding earth, but 
they cannot disturb the Bock. No more can 
storms affect the character of Truth, or mipart 
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of an abstinet B^kt. There is no need for me 
(nor does our time permit) to argue the right- 
fidness or nnrightfulness of all war. You hare 
the masterly and altogether irrefutable argtt^ 
ments of Jonatibtn Dymond, and doouments 
enoughio ecmstitute a voluminous Peace Ltbrar^j 
and more tiban these, you have the broad corn- 
mand <<Thou sfaalt not kill'' — you have the Sa> 
yiour's beauti^l and glorious golden rule : — ^you 
have Love (incompatible with hating, or slay- 
ing, or fighting) as the first, and the second, 
and the new commandment; as the message 
heard from Ihe beginning; as the proof of having 
" passed from death unto life ; " and the apostle's 
test, whereby we may know that we are of 
the Truth, and shall assure our hearts before 
God. " Beloved," — said the disciple most be*- 
loved,—" let us love one another, — ^for love is of 
God." "BelovM," he continues, "if God so 
loved us, we oi^ht ako to love one another." 
I could go to my brother, in hve, and, for his 
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own physical good, to save his life, I might, 
however painful, ampotate his finger or his arm. 
But I could not go to him t» love, and ^or the 
good or suppo^d good of some other man or 
men, with murderous weapons destroy his life. 
Nor could I lend one cent, nor move one joint 
or muscle, to aid another to do this thing. It 
is a legal maidm and an abstract truth : 
*' Qui facit per alinm facit per se/' 
and we cannot wash our hands of responsibility 
in doing by others what we dare not do our- 
selves. 

A military officer, pacing with impatience the 
piazza of a station house, beheld an aged and 
venerable man with a placid countenance ^' on 
which the dove of peace sat brooding," and at- 
tired in the costume which marks the Friend, 
and which he at once regarded as a quiet attack 
on his military profession. He stood before the 
Friend and commenced a tirade in favor of de- 
fensive war. Warming with his subject, he 
declared, in denunciatory tones, what terrible 
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tliifigs he would do to the man who should offer 
Tiolenee to his wife or children. At length he 
paused, his whole attitude eonrting argument 
and challenging a reply. " Well, friend,** re- 
ptied the other calmly, ^' I hope thou wouldsttalre 
care to do it all in love.** Incensed at the answer, 
he went off as before, supposing cases of aggres- 
sion too hard to he borne, and saying what he 
would dOf and waxing fierce and more fierce in 
tolling of the stabs and blows and blowing oat 
of brains, with which he would repel and pun- 
ish the invader. When exhausted, he again 
paused for the argument which he was deter- 
mined to provoke. The meek response was still 
the same : ^' I hope thou wilt be sure to do it in 
love." The officer was incensed with the sim- 
ple, and as he at first thought, stupid reply. 
Fight in love I Stab a man to the heart in love ! 
Or hlov) out hi$ brains in love ! But the simple 
expression stuck with him, — a nail fastened in a 
sure place. He had been a student of the- 
ology and had read his Testament accurately; 
4* 
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and he knew that what could noibe done in love 
could not be done religiously or ecripturally, 
and throwing up his military commission he en- 
tered the moral warfare, a peace advocate, and 
the author of that sweet little tract, ^' A kiss for 
a blow/' 

The advocacy of war involves, as I think, an 
inadequate estimate of the value of souls. 

" One human soul 
Is more than anj parchment scroll, 
Or any flag the winds unroll. 
What price was Ellsworth's, young and brave? 
How weigh the gift that Lyon gave ? 
Or count the cost of Winthrop's grave ? " . 

To the Christian who goes forth to battle, I 
leave the task of answering St. John's question : 
« how dwelleth the love of God in him ?" The 
Apostle James strikes the axe at the root when 
he denounces the lusts and the causes ftom 
whence come wars and fightings^ leaving for the 
warrior no scriptural platform. The early disciples 
stood bravely to their motto : << I am a Christian, 
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and there/ore I cannot fight/' — ^and we, who simi- 
larly interpret the <^ mind of Christ/' and who ao- 
oept his will and precepts as ^^ the higher law/' 
the standard and the test of right, are twitted 
now with an unwillingness to bear the brant which 
somebody must bear; with a willingness to ac- 
cept the protection of the sword we reftise to 
wield. The fact that the lovers of peace are in 
the main also haters of slavery, is brought up to 
reproach us for an indisposition to sustain the 
government in a war caused by slavery, though 
it is certain that government has not conducted 
it as a war against slavery, save just so far as 
that issue has been forced upon them, but rather 
as an effort, in quelling rebellion, to preserve the 
Union with slavery as it is, or has been, a result 
which I do not believe Providence will permit. 
Let us bear this meekly, not swerving from our 
steadfastness. There is an injustice in it which 
those who so reproach us do not perceive. The 
principles of &eo. Fox and of Wm. Penn, and a 
vast number of honored and valuable men, their 
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di6<»pie8 ill thifi famd, would, if acted out, h&ve 
prevented the caioses of this war. Everjineas^ 
xae which has led to it, might readily have been 
prevented, if a moderate degree of Christian 
aftaaliness had been observed by the northern seni^ 
torsandcongresfflnen. Holy trath and right have 
been conceded away lames without nnmber, and 
shall we be now told that our doctrines are theo- 
retic and impraclical because of the intricacies 
brought about by long successive departures 
from them? The Mends of Fox, Barclay, 
Penn, and Woohnan have, through many gen- 
erations, given proof of the sincerity of their 
testimony against war. Patiently have they 
borne imprisonment and the spoiling of their 
goods. Other Christians adopted their views. 
Legislation for their exemption from penalties has 
shown that their sincerity was believed by their 
neighbors. Peace Societies and World's Peace 
Conventions have proved that men of great and 
leading intellects reaUy believed that war is wrong, 
is unchristian, is untenable by argument, — ^is 
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" a g&me which, were the people wise, 
Kings could not play at." 

Less than a year ago, hundreds now engaged 
in the army would have poured ont irrefutable 
arguments to proye that war, considered eitiier 
in reference to political economy, to morals, or 
to Glmstianity, is utterly indefensible. Well, 
my friends, prindiple has not changed. Every 
principle of Eight has Eternity for its duiadbn, 
and the storm of to-day will not affect it, though 
it may affect your perception of it. I am speak- 
ing to those who possess peace principles, that 
they be not moved from their steadfastness. 
They have their duty, but it will not be per- 
formed in violating their knowledge of right. 
To those who say, the war must be carried 
on, or evil will triumph and we shall be deso- 
lated, (and many who so speak had no princi- 
ple against fighting, and even had no protest 
against the concessions which gradually led to it) 
we may reply : events are in the control of One 
who has proved himself mighty, and whose aim 



4B BioBT nr nn jMypkkW. 

is umsliortened, and We dare not seek to help 
him by a violation of his holy precepts. And how 
know we, or how know they that any good re- 
sukwill come from this Warfkre, that might 
Botbave been better secured by a Nation breaking 
off its ains by righteousness, its iniqnities by 
showing mercy to the poor ? We cannot say it 
will not. G-od makes die wrath of man to 
praise him, yet he draonncee that wrath as a 
sEb. Bat his quiver is fnll of arrows, and he 
needs not those of man. He has, for the ae- 
coftnplishment of his ends, 

" a capacious resenrolr of meam 
Formed for his nse, and ready at his will.^' 
A few years ago, Irelaad aad American 
Slavery were named as the two difficult problems. 
British le^slalion utterly fidled to relieve ^kt 
first, till Providence, by the simple, unlooked- 
for means of the potato rot^ scattered the dense 
and miserable popnktion of Lreknd, and made 
way for gradual but amazing relief. The other 
subject, I reverently believe, will be provi- 
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deii;ti41y Bo^t^* How, I pr^iend not to koiow. 
That it will be bj any plan originating in man'a 
wifldom or prowess, I do not suppose* 

A few weeks ago, the qm^Mitliies of Christiaa 
people were deeply stirred oa behalf of the; iin« 
iMippj denizeus of a cnty which we ha^e been* 
wont to regard as the very focus of pro^la¥ery 
arrogance and of this treason. Who is these that 
does not feel sad and pitiful for tiiie w(»neaand tl^ 
children and the men of Charleston, though 
they have shut the door against our sending 
them aid, as we did when the plague was deei^- 
mating them f And does not such an eyent, in 
su^h a locality, at sucth a moment, swell the 
oatidogue of cases in which ProTidence, exertmg 
his SoYereign pcetogatrre, anticipates and re- 
bukes the wrath of man, saying: << Vengeance is 
mine/' 

The pe<q>le of Bask in Bwita^riaad. were 
thrown intoeonatemation, wJbenaweU qiipointed 
acmy, commsAding the best en^neering skill in 
Baiope, had pkntedilnlf on, Um opposite bank 
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of the Rhine, to shell and destroy the city at 
once. The people of Basle made no warlike pre- 
parations against what they might well deem an 
irresistible foe; bnt the merchants and prin- 
cipal men betook themselves to the churches, 
and spent the night in prayer. Ask of all pas^ 
generations ! Who ever trusted in God and was 
confounded? The cannonading commenced. 
It was prosecuted the whole night with vigor. 
Why did not the walls at once give way to at- 
tacks against which they were by no means 
proof? He who holdeth the winds in his fists, 
heard the prayers which ascended through all 
that night, and caused a mighty storm ; and the 
wind so checked the impetus of the cannon balls 
that they barely flew across the narrow channel, 
and they harmlessly accumulated like innocent 
pebbles along the base of the city walls. Mili- 
tary Science is sometimes amazingly accurate in 
its calculation of forces. But here the resist- 
ance of the wind overcame the impetus which 
would have shivered massive walla of rock, 
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whilst hawling winds and pelting rams and the 
deafening sounds of war hindered not the ascent, 
drowned not the Toice of prayer, — which rose di- 
rect, from humbled human hearts right into the 
ear of " the lofty One who inhabiteth eternity/^ 
At day-dawn that formidable army was speedily 
summoned to a distant field, and the next even- 
ing found the merchants (literally on the banks 
of deliverance) again assembled at church, not 
for*prayer but for praise, and, bringing their 
silver and their gold as a thank-offering, they 
established an extensive missionary effort, by 
means of which more light was probably dif- 
fused, and more Bibles distributed than by any 
other save the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, wHich was itself partly founded by Dr. 
Steinkopff, one of the officers of the Basle insti- 
tution. 

Napoleon, when he invaded Russia, seemed 
about to triumph in what, if successful, would 
have headed off the course of pro|Aecy, as set 
forth in Daaiers interpretation of Nebuchad- 
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menar's dream. No hiunan means pievented 
him, — but, sajs Dr. Cumming, ^^jnst as it 
aeemed to be within his reach to lord it over all 
the world, and to construct out of the ten king- 
doms a new and uniTenud sovereignty, — ^the 
snow fell softly and beautiftdly from Heayen, 
as the light upon an in&nt's eye; but those 
same insignificant snow flakes formed themselyes 
into ramparts that checked his troops, and ulti- 
mately made shrouds and grayes for all his ohiy- 
alry.'^ 

It was no human prowess that destroyed the 
fleets of Xerxes: — Grod did it, by the special 
Proyidenee of " stormy winds fulfilling his law." 

In the days of ''good Queen Bess,'^ (as flat- 
tery has miscalled the murderess of Mary 
Stuart), the greatest fleet in the world, 
bearing an immense force, and more guns 
than had oyer been collected before, whitened 
with its sails and with its foaming track the 
rolling billows of the Bay of Biscay. Now, they 
sail up the English Channel* Neyer went ^rth 
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a prouder expedition tbaii that of 1688; never 
one with more sanguine confidence of suceeBS, 
as they gaily sped onward to invade the Island 
which boasts herself mistress of the seas, and 
which the penuriousness of penny-wise Elisa* 
beth had left unguarded and destitute of all ade- 
quate human means of defence. There was little 
hope for England then; no wisdom of Elisabeth 
or her counsellors, — ^no bravery of her generals 
without troops could avert the blow which was 
to make her a mere province of Spain. But 
there was a higher Sovereign than Philip or 
Elizabeth, who did not will England's subjuga- 
tion, and he used as '< ministers of his, to do his 
pleasure,'' those waves which Canute could not 
stay, which Xerxes vainly lashed and could not 
enchain. At his command old Neptune arose 
and shook himself, and 

" spoiled the Armada's pride." 
No bravery of Hezekiah could have withstood 
the vast army of Sennacherib when he came with 
his hundreds of thousands, denying and defying 
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*'tke higher kw." "Where,"— he boastingly 
cried, "are the gods of Hamath and Arphad 
and Rezeph and the children of Eden ? Where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Iveh ? 
Who amongst all the gods hare deUvered their 
land out of my hand, that the Lord should de< 
Uirer Jerusalem out of my hand?" And he 
reckoned about as sagaciously tm others do, who 
leave " the higher law" out of all their calcula- 
tions, and Qod out of all their thoughts. But, 

<<the angel of Death spread biswii^s on the blast, 
And breathed in the face of the foe, as he passed, 
And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
And their hearts bnt once heaved, and forever grew 
still." 

The morning rose upon one hundred and 
eighty- five thousand corpses, upon every one of 
whom a jury of inquest might have rendered 
the verdict: "Died by visitation of Q-od." 
And Sennacherib fled to Nineveh, to die, in the 
very act of idol-worship, by the hands of his 
own sons, for whose aggrandizement he thought 
to plunder God's people. 
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Hath God forgotten to be gracious f Has lie 
reHnquisbed his presidency oyer the afifairs of 
men and nations? K he has not, — ^I see not the 
absurdity of seeking, in the most difficult crisis, 
to do his will, hearkening unto the voice of his 
word. 

But we are not therefore to be listless, uncon- 
cerned on-lookers. He who, through pure love 
to Qod and man, dares not respond to the sum- 
mons <^to arms!" — ^should be no less a patriot 
than he who girdeth on the sword. He should 
be sober and prayerfiil, holding much commu- 
nion with the skies. 

When the news arrived of the bombardment 
and of the firing of Sumpter, some little chil- 
dren, filled with sympathy for the suffering par 
triots, wept bitterly. An infant of four years 
exclaimed, "I'll ask heavenly Father to put the 
fire out:" and going into a comer he knelt, and 
raising his little hands and his clear, confiding, 
innocent eyes, he ejaculated: "Dear heavenly 
Father, please put out the fire at Fort Sumpter, 
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and save Major Anderson and liis men, and for- 
give all the pe(^le their sLoa ao that, when thej 
die, they may go to Hesren : Amen !'' And he 
rose from his little prayer of faith with tranqnil 
happiness, for he had asked believing. And is 
there here no lesson for us ? Shall we not, in 
sonl-abasedness bear upon our hearts the nation's 
adversity, and the brave men, whose sense of pa- 
triotism induces them to endure privations, suf- 
ferings and death ? True, we may not pray fmc 
the success of this army or that. We may not 
desire, or exult in the death of our enemies; we 
may not bum for vengeance, gloiy in their shame, 
gloat over their sujSeringB. But we may, as we 
are favored to receive qualiftcation, petition tiiat 
Qod will use the means which his own merciful 
wisdom will provide, for the aoeomplishment of 
his own will in overcoming slavery; in blessing 
the whole nation; in staying the scourge of war, 
— and in converting and in saving souls, both 
North and South of that imaginary line whioh 
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hM so divided the interests and the feelings and 
the habits of the people. 

A popular preacher oame to I^iladelphia re- 
cently to lecture upon war, and he made him- 
self and his audience merry at the peace po- 
sition of Friends. And so perhaps, eighteen 
and a half centuries ago, egsob one may have 
raised a laugh in the streets of Jerusalem, at the 
^omulgation, by the Great Teacher, of this 
doctrine which the Quakers learn from him : '^ / 
9e^tmioyou/* (and this '^I sat'^ goes for more 
than ten thousand times <' / think" from Doc- 
tOfTB of Divinity and the wise men of this world,) 
"I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you, that ye may be the chil- 
dren of your Father which is in Heaven; for he 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust/' Oh, shall not we do likewise, and for 
the same inducement: that we may he the chil- 
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dren of6wr Father lohvck u t» Seaven, of whom 
we hope, from whom we seek, forgiveness of 
our sins, as we forgive those that trespass against 
ns? 

I asked hefore, who knows that good is to be 
acoomplished by the present fighting? The end 
is known from the beginning, and, though we 
are too dull to read it, the end is toldj—^/bretold. 
The venerable mnse of History, with every trace 
of her pen, sets to her seal that God is true, and 
reoords the fulfillment of prophecy. We live in 
times eventful, which were depicted, ages ago, 
on the retina of faith-illumined eyes. Distress 
of nations — ^the sea and the waves roaring — 
earthquakes in divers places — ^wars and rumors 
of wars. Daniel, the man greatly beloved, told 
Cyrus 2400 years ago, the issues to catch the first 
knowledge of which we strain our eyes and ears 
and consult the telegraph and the newspaper to 
be cheated with false rumors and still left in 
suspense. And, in an island of the Egean sea, 
1765 years ago, a holy angel told all about it to 
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the beloved Jobn, who wrote the prophecy in 
much terms that^ though we most be modest in 
our construetion of them now, there will be no 
mistaking them when prophecy becomes history. 
And John, in foretelling the terrors of the latter 
days, uses these significant words: ^<He that 
killeth with the sword must be killed with the 
sword ; " immediately adding : " Here is the pa- 
tience and the faith of the saints/' And in the 
next chapter he writes: '' Here is the patience 
oi the saints: here are they that keep the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus/' Such 
as these will be altogether right in the abstract, 
right in their foundation, and right in their su- 
perstructure, and following the Lamb, the very 
Prince of Peace, he will not lead them forth to 
shy those for whom he kid down his precious 
life. And such I trust are some of you. 

One hundred and sixteen years ago, during 
the war between the French and English, a 
scene unwonted and most strange was observa- 
ble in the English camp at Normandy. The 
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ofioen and common soldiers were seized iviih 
an nniceountable feeling of solemnily, — and 
they stood in groups of hnndieds together, with 
gaping months and awe-stricken &ces. Thej 
were brave men, not accustomed to fear — ^ihey 
were flushed with recent yietorj, and had no 
unusual reason to anticipate coming eyil; yet a 
cloud of awlulness enveloped them, paleness 
overspread their countenances, and indicated an 
inward emotion of no ordinary character. Du* 
ring this panic, (shall I not radier say, in con- 
ventional phrase, during this covering T) a sol- 
dier quite popular in the army, one John Hay- 
wood, was seised with sudden illness and carried 
to the hospital. During his sickness the fatal 
battle of Fontenoy occurred, which was in fact 
a massacre in the two contending armies. His- 
tory records that each army lost about 12,000 
men. A young man was brought wounded into 
the hospital and placed on a bed near to Hay- 
wood. He was in great mental agony, loudly 
and continually bewailing his departure £rom 
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bis principles, by which departure he had been 
brought to this deplorable condition. 

Haywood at last called to him — '^ Young man, 
you talk of your principles; what are your prin- 
ciples V He said that he was brought up in the 
Society of Friends, — ^and again exclaimed bitter* 
\j," ^^ Oh, that I had never departed from my 
principles !'' ^'But young mask" repeated 
Haywood, <<what are your principles?'' He 
then explained that the principles of Friends 
were against wars and fightings, and not to kill 
but to love their enemies. Oonviction of the ex- 
cellence of these Christian principles was sealed 
upon Haywood's mind. He recovered and re« 
turned to the camp; and on a day of great par- 
ade, to the utter astonishment of the soldiery, 
he stepped forward out of his rank, and laid 
down his gun upon the ground. The amase- 
ment was heightened, when two others, with 
whom there had been no coUusion, also stepped 
forward and laid down their guns. 

They were, of course placed under arrest 
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They understood the conseqiieiiee inyolyed, and 
that their liyes most be forfeited. Sentence of 
deadi waa passed upon them by Court Martial. 
Haywood, being generaUy beloved, was visited 
and urged to retract, with promises of pardon. 
He told them that he knew he must die and 
he was ready to lay down his life; he was con- 
vinced that war was inconsistent with Chris- 
tianity, and he could not retract. 

The time of execution came ; they were led 
to the ground with all the appalling appointanoits. 
Their eyes were bandaged, they were made to 
kneel; their old comrades pointed their muskets 
and took aim waiting the command to "Fire," 
whilst they, most tranquil-hearted of all the host, 
were strengthened firom Heaven, I ween, by 
^'ministering spirits sent forth to minister to them 
that shall be heirs of salvation." At this UKh 
ment their pardon was proclaimed. Their case 
having been represented to King George, he gave 
orders that they should be tested to the very 
last, but, said he, <' God forbid that any man 
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should be put to death for conscience sake under 
my reign." Haywood afterward narrated, that 
he was already in heavenly places, his soul filled 
with peace and ready to depart. But when the 
pardon was declared, a great revulsion took 
place in his feelings, and severe mental conflicts 
and darkness succeeded. 

They returned to England, and here we lose 
sight of the other two. Haywood joined the 
people called Quakers, became an eminent min- 
ister among them, — and, dedicating his life to 
his gracious Lord who had redeemed it from 
destruction, he travelled much in the service of 
Truth, and died in a good old age. The Church 
issued its memorial of him, but this anecdote, 
which was narrated to me for preservation by 
the venerable Stephen Grellet, was never till 
then, I believe, committed to writing. 

This circumstance not only includes the clear 

testimony of the Divine spirit against war, — 

but illustrates also the kindness and mercy of 

our gracious Lord, to those soldiers, who, torn 

6 
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from their parents, aad foroed intothe army with* 
out any agency of their own, were made mere 
took in the destraetion of their fellow men. To 
these poor men, on the eve of abloody engagement 
a remarkable visitation was extended, preparing 
some of them, perhaps, for the solemn event. 
In the midst of a camp where levity, dissipation 
and revelling prevailed, the spectacle was sud- 
denly presented of large groups of such men, 
standing with the solemnity of worshippers, 
awed by the unseen presence of the God of 
the Spirits of all flesh. The young apostate, too 
upon his death bed mercifully recalled to the 
principles he had forsaken, was made the means 
(by Him who works by means) of arresting 
Haywood during his illness. The soldier also, 
in mercy called away from the paths of death, 
and made a minister of life and peace ; the other 
two soldiers, by the direct workings of the Holy 
Spirit upon their minds, brought to such a 
knowledge of the Truth that they too were will- 
ing to yield their natural lives for the testi- 
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mony's sake; the Diri&e pTotecting ctfre whieh 
delivered his servants by tendering the heart of 
a king; all these lead ns to magnify the Divine 
benevolence, whilst they impress upon ns the 
sanctity of abstract right, and the importance of 
strict adherence to principle based theron. 

One more anecdote, of our own day. In the 
year 1857 a yonng man was impressed for the 
Prussian army. Bnt he had bound close to his 
heart the New Testament of our Lord and Sa* 
viour JesuB Christ, and he said, with the Apes* 
tie, and with the early Christians, ''the weapons 
of our war£ue are not carnal." Befnsing to 
bear arms, he was thrown into]prison, and clothed, 
as part of his punishment in a military uniform, 
he was confined in a narrow cell, without bed or 
seat or any pleasant food. Being found stilt 
stead&st to his faith, the day was appointed, 
when, in refinement of cruelty, his cell was to be 
floored with open slatting, so that, being obliged, 
to lie across it, his torture i&ould be excruciate 
ing. His aged parents rose in the moniiag. 
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ate their bread, and sought their evening coach, 
in bitter sorrow, fully believing that he must 
end his days in the solitary and dreadful dun- 
geon. Was there any earthly hope for him? 
Under a despotic government, the details of which 
were carried on by mercenaries, wrongs like this 
were not likely to reach the monarch's ear, and 
if they did, what sympathy would he have with 
one who contumaciously withstood the warlike 
policy of Prussia? Yet was there no hope? 
Was that European dungeon beyond the cogni- 
zance of Him who of yore cared for the three 
Hebrews in the furnace, and who sent his angel 
to the den of lions for Daniel's deliverance? 
Just at this juncture a Christian Friend, accom* 
panied by two others,all ministers of the gospel, 
was sent, an ambassador of the God of love and 
Prince of Peace, to speak the consolations of the 
gospel to the persecuted disciple. He told her 
of the expected increase of his sufferings, of his 
apprehension that his reason might give way, 
yet he was firm in his resolve not to violate his 
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doty to his God. Said he: "I can never fight, 
for my Bible tells me to love my enemies.'^ 
They blended their tears and their prayers; and 
she went forth into the beautiful light of the 
outer world, and he returned to the darkness of 
his dismal cell. They were then led to visit the 
monarch who was permitted to be the arbiter of 
this poor youth's doom. By remarkable Provi- 
dence the way was made for access to the heart 
of the King. The youth was pardoned, and is 
now a preacher of the gospel of Peace after the 
manner of Friends. As he meekly stands before 
the congregation, though nothing in himself, he 
is a signal monument of mercy, and an evidence 
of the Divine endorsement of the principles of 
peace. 

Have fiuth then in your principles, first being 
well assured that they are right. For this end 
sift out and scrutinize your opinions. Scan 
every sentiment which you admit into your 
creed as part and parce^ of the principles re- 
cognised by your understanding. Comer up 
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your ideas ! Qaestion and cross-question them 
until you ascertain their parentage. ! With this 
habit of inyestigation, honestly exercised, your 
mind's alembic will distil firom all things the 
pure knowledge of Truth, and leave rejected the 
residuum of J&Jsehood and error and dross. 
But be not afraid of Truth. Join not in the 
popular and irrational outcry against abstract 
Truth. Be not intimidated by the ciy of 
" ultraism " when in the light of Truth you 
have weighed your motives and scrutinized your 
actions. No position, no sentiment is worthy of 
being received by a rational being, which can- 
not be traced down to, and is not based upon 
an abstract Truth. And this, fairly carried out, 
will not change into error. Take an abstract 
Truth, and build upon it with nothing but Truth, 
and though you pile your edifice to the veiy sky, 
it is a legitimate way of " scaling the Heavens," 
and the catastrophe of Shinar's plain will 
never scatter it. Not by such a process, but 
only as you deviate from the right line of Truth, 
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can you run into ultraism. ''All pure and 
elevated Truth " (bsljs Professor Henry) " is 
of itself good, and it does good. It is of God, 
and it leads to G-od again. Without its noble 
inspiration we may indeed serve the turn of 
this world's lowest uses ; — ^we can gain money, 
grow &t and die ; but we are not fit for the 
better ends even of this life." 

Have faith then in your well ascertained 
principles, and choosenot the time of the Tornado 
to revise and unsettle them. It is a fine thing to 
be theoretically right, — ^but it is a noble thing 
to be practically faithful. Be right in such a 
manner, that, in the trial hour, men shall not 
have occasion to say that you might just as well 
have been wrong I I have known many per- 
sons with whose real convictions I had perfect 
sympathy, who, when the crisis called for an 
outspoken testimony, either were silent, or else 
whispered the Truth as if they only half be- 
lieved it, or else conceded and compromised it 
away, so that honest adversaries could not re- 
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spect them, and the real champions of the right 
had to mourn for the faint-heartedness of their 
friends. Commend me to the man who does 
not think that discretion requires him, under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, to seem to 
side with the wrong in hope that he may thus 
reserve an influence which will subserve the 
Truth when error shall have hanged herself 
with the rope which he has lent her. In many 
a case of wide spread delusion, involving great 
violations of individual and collective rights, 
these faint-hearted lovers of Truth, by their sins 
of omission, do more to advance the very thing 
which they abhor, than all the combined efforts 
of the opposition could have effected, if these 
had maintained their posts and prevented the 
very agitation they dreaded by being faithful 
in season. Where's the use in bebg right, if 
you act just as though you were wrong ? Have 
faith in your principles ! 
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